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1 am thankful for the opportunity to share my experience and ideas in this forum again,

As somie of you know my background to speak on academic exchange between the United States
and Cuba has different reasons:

1 am the founding director of CASA in Cuba, the largest and most immersed US-based study abroad

But probably most importantly for me as an historian 1 akso had the privilege
researching and writing on the transformation of education during the |
context - to be published as a book.




s who travel abroad to do research and/or teach in another country,

Many of m&ﬁfhﬁm have been a traveling pmfmnrumu' in Cuba or the US.

u{ﬂ ﬁﬂmmwuh the Cuban and Amencan Academues of Science in the 1860 as.
ividudl, then Harvard's Summer School for Cuban
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especilly in the global south, fisst as a porential "third way" during the Cold War, then after the Bay
of Pigs Invasion, as a socialist revolution led to an explosion of Cuban and Latin America Study
Programs, Publications, Philanthropy and much more. From that pwm%uimh object
became relevant for political scientists, economists, historians, anthropologists, and many others.
And while Cuba's education and university system expanded significantly, and the study of the
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The vast majority, three quarters of all scholars who visit the US come to do research. Only 1 n ten
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These are two tangible lessons about why it matters what we do: First, the sanctions agamnst Cuba
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limit the advancement of kniowledge and re
second: thanks to the continued academic exchange and of some courageous
institutions on both sides, much valuable progress has been made.




