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After Trump is back to White House, the whole world has become shocked. His action and policies are
drastic and quick. Further, it seems that the new White House host is unpredictable. He likes to play
wild cards and adopts a transactional approach to make deals, even with the allies of the West. Many
people even scholars and commentators view that Trump is only a short term tactician with
charismatic attraction and slogans only. No pattern, plan and strategy at all. Is this the case?

I think we can still search for some hints on Trump’s strategic mindset for preparation in advance.
Trump has a slogan “Make America Great Again”, most people think it focuses on Protectionism, to
boost American business, productivity and labour employment, etc. Indeed there are complementary
to his vision for geopolitics, that is New Monroe Doctrine

Recently, there are some hints after he is back to office:-
1. Welcome Canada to become the 51 st state of US.
2. Hard position towards Mexico, building wall (Trump 1.0), enforcement against drug cartels in
Mexico.
3. Consolidate strategic relationship with Right Wing regimes in Latin America, such as Argentina, El
Salvador, even co-operating them to combat immigrants, building mega prisons, etc.
4. recover management of Panama Canal.
5. Tough tariff against Brazil.
6. Increasing sanctions on Cuba
7. Naval threat to Venezuela.
There is one easily neglected move: Trump wants to conquer Greenland.(? discussed below)
Trump looks crazy, but not mad at all. Contrary to Obama, Clinton, Biden and even Bush, Ragan, he
has an insight.

He foresees a decline of global influence of US after the cold war and the rise of multipolarity. In
order for long term prosperity of American people, he has devised a visionary strategy to retreat-New
Monroe Doctrine.

As we can see, he has intended to cut his military expenses in NATO, talked with Putin to cease
Ukraine conflict, all these paved the US for withdrawal back to West Hemisphere. Geostrategically,
Trump wants US to gain absolute saying on North America, Central America, South America,
Carribean region, with radiating control over other countries within the West Hemisphere. That is
why Trump wants to conquer Greenland, which is entirely lied within it!

There are some challenges for Trump’s New Doctrine. The first is from China’s One Belt One Road
Initiative(BRI). Basically, BRI is a grand strategy mainly across Eurasia, the whole strategy is horizontal
in essence. However, the two will crash to some extent in Latin America as China also welcome
participation of countries in this region. Hence, there will be tough rivalry between US and China in
economic competition in Latin America. Trump may even use political means to achieve economic
advantages, such as diplomatic and military pressure on some weaker nations. How about Russia?
It wholely depends on the progress of the settlement of the Ukraine conflict.
During the Alaska Summit, I think Trump has indicated to Putin about his idea of New Monroe
Doctrine implicitly. Trump is willing to step out of Europe and stop further eastward expansion in
return of Russia’s non-interference in West Hemisphere. However, at the present date, Ukraine
conflict is still in a stalemate. In such circumstances, it is still possible for Putin to meddle with West
Hemisphere if it is necessary for geostrategic, economic or even bargaining purposes. Unlike China,
Russia usually prefer hard approaches including military means and political warfare. But if Ukraine
issue is settled finally, Putin may be hesitated to interfere more with Latin America,

Most people think that Rubio ,the Secretary of State , an American-Cuban, in charge of Trump’s Latin
American policy. The real Architect of West Hemisphere Strategy should be Mauricio Claver-Carone,
who had served on Trump’s first term, responsible for West Hemisphere affairs. However, he has
been ousted and not yet replaced. In the meantime, Rubio will be more influential. Claver-Carnoe I

has more focus on the overall strategy on economic control in Latin American for the benefit of the
United States. Rubio is different. His own ambition was to destroy the left regimes in Latin America to
please the Latin American voters for his future run for Presidency. As a result, the White House will
adopt more drastic and violent policies towards Latin America in the short future. However, we
should keep track of relations between Trump and Rubio. If Rubio tried to surpass Trump in decision
making, Trump may be alert and even disempower Rubio to some extent.

Facing the above situation:

There are a few stratagems Cuban government can consider:
1. Strengthening EU relations
After the Ukraine war, the division between many European nations and US has become wider. EU
will look for its own interests. They will not follow strictly what White House tell them to do. As I said
before, Trump and Rubio focus on China and Russia, it will keep loose eyes on EU. Havana may take
these opportunities to strength trade and economy in order to weaken the effect of sanctions from
the Untied States.

2. Trump wants to have new Monroe doctrine but he is not interested in political principles and
ideologies. He is more interested in economic profits. He is interested in Panama because of
Canal, He is concerned with Venezuela because of oil. If Cuba can use make some economic
measure so that Trump will be interested, tit may help to ease the tension with the United
States. In particular, if Cuba can attract other Western nations like Australia and Japan for
collaboration. This may arose Trump’s interest.
3. We should keep track of Trump-Rubio relations. They may not be always good. Trump can fire
anyone. Think about Bannon, his former chief strategist. Trump’s circle are not a long term
loyalists. In case Rubio’s relationship with Trump is poor, Cuba can grasp this chance for more
proactive engagement with the United States on appropriate issues. There is no constant tactics,
just cope with changes.

4. Cuba may try to build up its reputation as important hub in world politics beyond the region Latin
America and Carribean. One example is Qatar. Even when Isreal has breached the norm for
attacking a third party mediation nation, the whole world has strongly protested. Even the United
States promised that no such act will be repeated again. So in the middle term, Havana
government can consider to act as a mediation centre for other international conflicts, better to
collaborate with other West nations in Europe. This will have a soft power shield to resist
American violent aggression towards Cuba.
5. Enemy of one ‘s enemy is his friend. Who are Trump’s enemies? The first one is Democrats. How
to gain attention and support from the Democrats is important. For example, Cuba can invite
more Democrats, former officials or Congressmen to visit Cuba. Another tactic is to run some
public media channels to show the true lives of Cubans to the American public, in order to
counter the misinformation warfare by the White House. Russia and Iran also run their English
TV channels. Another enemy is the Pope. The new Pope has served in Latin America, His action
and policy may influence many Catholics across North America. More active engagement with the
Pope can also help to build up a positive image of Cuba for general public in America.
